8          SIR GOOROODASS BANERJEE

of " plain living and high thinking " were first
sown by his mother in the young and impressionable
mind of Gooroodass Banerjee; they were stimu-
lated to vigorous growth by the example of the
austerely simple and highly intellectual life of
Peary Charan Sircar. The other day, on the
occasion of the unveiling of the portrait of the
late Babu Peary Charan Sircar at the Hare School,
Sir Gooroodass, in an eloquent tribute of affection
and respect to the memory of his great teacher,
feelingly referred to what he owed to him for his
success in life, and to the end of his days, he reli-
giously kept to the ideal and tried to mould his
life and habits as he had seen them in his mother
and his revered preceptor.

Babu Pearj^ Charan Sircar had great faith in
class exercises in every branch of study, and he
' insisted upon boys being given regular tasks both
in the class and at home. These papers were
carefully examined and the mistakes explained
before the whole class, so that a boy not only knew
what mistakes he had made but he also profited
by the mistakes of others. This system, Sir Gooroo-
dass told us, was also continued in the Presidency
College in his day and it proved to be of great
help to boys in making up their deficiency in sub-
jects in which they were weak. The practice
no doubt still obtains in some schools at the present
day, but owing to the size of the classes, the good
effect of the system is not fully attained. In the
colleges, tutorial classes are still held, but in many
of them, the students do not receive much benefit